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1. CFE at European Parliament hearing on tax rulings and other issues

On 16 April 2015, CFE President Henk Koller was interviewed by members of the European Parliament´s Special Committee on Tax Rulings and Measures Similar in Nature or Effect (TAXE) on tax rulings and other matters related to the fight against tax evasion and tax avoidance, including tax advisers´ ethics, country by country reporting and the CCCTB proposal.

1. Video recording : All EU languages (CFE contribution starts at 11 :18 hrs)

1. CJEU rules on services supplier´s right to VAT refund if the tax was also paid erroneously by the recipient

On 23 April 2015, the EU Court of Justice (CJEU) held in the Bulgarian preliminary ruling case C-111/14, GST Sarviz AG Germania, that the only person liable to VAT is the taxable person supplying the services where these services are supplied from a fixed establishment located in the member state in which the VAT is payable. The recipient of these services established in the same member state cannot be assumed liable, even if he has already paid the tax on the mistaken assumption that the supplier did not have a fixed establishment in that state. However, a supplier of services has a right to a refund of the VAT which he has paid when the recipient who has also paid the VAT in respect of the same services is refused the right of deduction on the ground that he did not have the corresponding tax document and any adjustment of tax documents is precluded under national law where a definitive tax adjustment notice exists.

1. Judgment: EN (All EU languages)

1. Indirect Tax: CJEU rules on the definition of capital company

On 22 April 2015, the CJEU decided in the Polish preliminary ruling case C-357/13, Drukarnia Multipress, that a partnership limited by shares under Polish law must be regarded as a capital company in the sense of the Directive on Indirect Taxes on the Raising of Capital 2008/7/EC  even if only some of its capital and members satisfy the conditions laid down by that provision.

1. Judgment: EN (all EU languages)
1. Opinion of Advocate-General Jääskinen : EN (all EU languages)

1. CJEU rules on the taxable amount for calculation of VAT on an application of a building

On 23 April 2015, the CJEU ruled in the Belgian preliminary ruling case C-16/14, Property Development Company, that the taxable amount for the calculation of VAT on an application of a building that the taxable person has constructed is to be the purchase price, at the time the application is made, of buildings whose location, size and other essential characteristics are similar to those of the building in question. In that regard, it is irrelevant whether part of the purchase price is due to interest on borrowed capital. The judgment refers to the (former) “6th” VAT Directive.

1. Judgment: EN (all EU languages)

1. CJEU: Sweden has to exempt postal services from VAT

On 21 April 2015, the CJEU decided in the infringement case C-114/14, Commission v. Sweden, that Sweden has to exempt public postal services from VAT. The country had refused to do so, arguing that a public postal services no longer exists in Sweden since the liberalisation of the sector in the 1990s and that a VAT exemption of one service provider only would give this provider an advantage over its competitors.

-Judgment: EN (all EU languages)
- Advocate-General Opinion : EN (all EU languages)

1. Commission publishes VAT Committee documents of last two meetings

The European Commission has published the working documents of the 102nd and 103rd VAT Committee meetings of 31 March and 20 April 2015. Matters dealt with include the implications of the CJEU judgment of September 2014 on VAT grouping in the Skandia case.
The VAT Committee consists of the Commission and member states´ tax administrations´ representatives. It was set up to provide guidance and promote the uniform application of the VAT Directive. It cannot take legally binding decisions. 

1. VAT Committee agendas and meeting documents: EN
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