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1. Tax transparency I: Commission presents “Tax Transparency Package”, proposing automatic exchange of cross-border tax rulings and APA information

On 18 March 2015, the European Commission has adopted its “Tax Transparency Package” including a proposal for amendment of the EU Directive on Administrative Cooperation in Direct Taxes, introducing automatic exchange of information on cross-border tax rulings and advance pricing agreements (APA) among EU member states. Information on advance tax rulings shall be exchanged as of 2016 on a quarterly basis using a predefined format. The information exchange on APAs shall also concern agreements concluded in the previous 10 years. The proposal does not contain any monetary or size thresholds. Excluded from the exchange are tax rulings issued only to individuals.

Moreover, the “Tax Transparency Package” includes a Communication on tax transparency to fight tax evasion and avoidance, mentioning possible further steps including country by country reporting of tax information and transparency requirements for aggressive tax planning arrangements. The package also mentions the repeal of the EU Savings Tax Directive which has become redundant since the inclusion of the OECD/G20 Common Reporting Standard in the Administrative Cooperation Directive in December 2014. Further measures include a review of the Code of Conduct on Business Taxation, work on quantifying more precisely the tax gap and promoting tax transparency at international level.
Before summer 2015, the Commission is planning a re-launch of the CCCTB proposal.

-          Press release, 18 March 2015
-          Legislative proposal COM(2015)135
-          Communication COM(2015)136 on tax transparency to fight tax evasion and avoidance
-          FAQs: EN

2.       Tax transparency II: Commission concludes deal with Switzerland

On 19 March 2015, the European Commission concluded negotiations on an a new tax transparency agreement with Switzerland providing for automatic exchange of information in line with the new OECD/G20 global information exchange standard from 2018. Member States will receive, on an annual basis, the names, addresses, tax identification numbers and dates of birth of their residents with accounts in Switzerland, as well as a broad set of other financial and account balance information.  The new agreement will be signed following authorisation by the EU Council and the Swiss government. 

-          Press release: EN

1. Tax transparency III: Commission expert group publishes report on automatic exchange of financial account information

On 17 March 2015, the European Commission´s Expert Group on automatic exchange of financial account information published its first report. The group was created in October 2014 to assist the Commission in the implementation of automatic exchange of information in direct taxes.

-          First Report: EN
-          AEFI Expert Group, more information (meeting reports, membership etc): EN

4.       Tax Transparency IV: Country by country reporting again on EP agenda

The European Parliament is again discussing the introduction of an obligation of large companies to make public, on a country by country basis, information on turnover, employees, profit or loss, taxes paid thereon and public subsidies received, in the context of a review of the rules on shareholder rights. Such amendment has been suggested in an opinion of the ECON Committee. The dossier is in the hands of the JURI Committee several members of which have also proposed introducing CBCR. The JURI vote is still due. As the dossier concerns the EU Accounting Directive, the ordinary legislative procedure applies in which the EP votes on equal footing with the EU Council.

-          JURI draft report: Several languages
-          JURI amendments:, 1 and 2
-          ECON Opinion of 2 March 2015: EN

5.       VAT: Commission updates information on national laws relating to MOSS

On 16 March 2015, the European Commission has published a final report containing information on national rules applied for the use of the mini one-stop shops (MOSS) for e-services, telecommunication and broadcasting services.
Basic information for micro-businesses has been made available as well.

-          National rules (Excel file): EN
-          Basic information for micro-businesses: EN
-          Overview: Application by member states of VAT rules with relevance for the MOSS: EN
-          Dedicated website on VAT for telecommunications, broadcasting and e-services: EN/DE/FR
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