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Fiscal Committee
7 April 2014


1-      Commission asks Ireland to stop discriminatory taxation of termination payments

On 28 March 2014, the European Commission has asked Ireland to amend its legislation on termination payments, as it discriminates against individuals who work in group companies in other Member States. To compute the tax relief on such payments, Irish law does not take into account the number of years of service in group companies in other member states, leading to a higher tax burden for individuals who worked in these group companies. The request takes the form of a reasoned opinion.

1. Press release : http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-241_en.htm 


2-  Digital Economy Taxation: Commission publishes documents of 3rd Expert Group meeting

The European Commission has published the documents of the 3rd meeting of its Expert Group on Taxation of the Digital Economy, held on 14/15 March 2014.

1. Agenda
1. Digital Economy - Facts & Figures 
1. VAT Issues 
1. Summary Record 


3-  ECJ on consortium group relief: UK legislation infringes EU law

On 1 April 2014, the European Court of Justice held in case C-80/12, Felixstowe Dock and Railway Company, that UK tax legislation infringes freedom of establishment by providing that the link company must be established in the UK in order for companies to be entitled to consortium group relief. The fact that the ultimate parent company of the group and of the consortium as well as a number of intermediate companies are established in third States has no effect on the application of freedom of establishment in such a context.

1. Press release: http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-04/cp140046en.pdf 
1. Judgment: http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&jur=C,T,F&num=C-80/12&td=ALL 


4-  Registration open for Commission conferences in London and Luxembourg on 2015 VAT rules

The European Commission, together with the UK tax administration HMRC and the Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce respectively, is hosting two conferences on 15 May 2014 in Luxembourg and on 2 June 2014 in London on the new VAT rules and “mini one-stop-shops” for e-services, telecom and broadcasting as of 2015. Deadline for registration (for London) is 25 April 2014.

1. Invitation London: http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/how_vat_works/telecom/vat_2015_london_business-invitation.pdf 
1. Invitation Luxembourg (FR) : http://www.cc.lu/fr/autres-services/manifestations/detail/?user_ccagenda_pi1[showUid]=483 

5- Recording of BEPS webcast of 2 April 2014 available online

On 2 April 2014, the OECD gave an update on the BEPS project via webcast, touching upon
	1. Transfer Pricing Documentation and Template for Country-by-Country Reporting
1. Tax Treaty Abuse
1. The Tax Challenges of the Digital Economy
1. Hybrid Mismatch Arrangements, and
1. Consultation with developing countries.
The recording of the webcast is now available online.



1. Recorded webcast: http://oecd.streamakaci.com/beps/vod02042014/ 
1. Presentation: http://www.oecd.org/ctp/OECD-BEPS-Webcast-2April.pdf 
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